
A letter from the Chairman. 
 
Our local election has resulted in a change of personnel in your Parish Council. 
 
I was previously Vice Chairman and therefore became Chairman when Gervase Hamilton, 
our Chairman for 10 years stood down, although he remains as a Councillor, Barbara 
Warnes and Uta Baldauf have retired due to other life commitments. 
Our new Councillors are Liz Hasinski and Caroline Noon. Remaining are Iain Dunbar, Paul 
Baynham-Henri and Katharine McNealey who is Vice Chair.  
 
For those of you who do not know me, I live in Convent Lane with my wife Dawn, daughter 
Becky and granddaughter Daisy. We are fortunate to live in this village where we grow 
vegetables and keep bees, all of which has kept us sane during these difficult last two year 
 
We have lived in Woodchester for about 15 years. We may be considered by some as 
newcomers; but in this short time many features of our Parish have changed.  When we 
first arrived we enjoyed a street party, followed by village fetes and the Produce Show. 
We could shop in North and South Woodchester, enjoy three Pubs in our Parish, have a 
choice of two Primary Schools and start our Christmas Carols through the Village from 
the Convent accompanied by the Sisters, 
 
Some events, whilst not occurring over the last two years hopefully will still continue, 
however several of the losses listed are the sad effects from a world driven by economics.  
 
Economics are impacting us in other ways as well. Stroud District Council, Gloucestershire 
County Council and Central Government all have less money to spend, resulting in 
Parishes, Towns and Cities receiving less help to maintain the local environment and 
services.  Therefore, if we want to prevent our Parish from becoming unkempt and bereft 
of services we need to call upon ourselves to step up and ensure we can be proud of 
Woodchester. The Post Office is a prime example of this. Other activities include the 
Wombles litter picking and guerrilla gardening. But we need to do more. 
 
My tenure in the chair will be 3 years, and during this time we are setting ourselves what 
we hope are achievable projects that will ensure all Parishioners can take even more pride 
in their village. 
 
Our next Council meeting is 2nd September and I am inviting you all to come along to share 
your thoughts and to offer your skills and talents to help us make a difference and achieve 
our, and your, ambitions. I will ask that our Agenda has a half hour slot for open discussion 
near the beginning of the meeting, so that if you choose, you do not have to sit through 
the business bit of the meeting. 
 
Just one final note, and that is to remind you that we, your Parish Councillors, are unpaid 
volunteers who believe we can use our various skills to the benefit of the village we share 
with you. However, we are only 7 willing volunteers, we need more and with the saying 
many hands make light work, we could achieve a lot more. 
 
Cheers, and I look forward to a lively Parish Council Meeting in September! 
 
Peter Lead 
 


