
Woodchester Road Safety Initiative  
Results of Resident Survey conducted June 2019 

 
20mph in the village 
The first proposal is to reduce the speed limit through the village to 20mph. The high pedestrian crossing flow on Selsley Road 
in the area of the Post Office makes this a high risk area for pedestrians. The Parish Council believes that a mandatory 20mph 
speed limit in the area of this very busy crossing point would reduce the risk to pedestrians and make it easier for people to cross 
the road at this point. 
 
Of 75 responses received, 74 (98.7%) agreed with the proposal.  
 
Comments on this proposal included: 

 would like sign by church road bends advising uphill priority 

 can anything be done about cars parking on the brow of the bridge next to the cycle track entrance 

 Selsley Road is alarming with speeding and cars mounting the pavement 

 double yellow lines on Selsley Road from the bridge upwards please - parked cars make it very difficult to negotiate this 
area 

 lines in middle of road required to make people keep over to their side of road 

 would like sign by church road bends advising uphill priority 

 dangerous trying to cross road from Post Office! 

 "policing" is required in Selsley Road. 

 On the bend by Goring House, many vehicles tend to cut the bend when coming downhill, and there have been many 
near misses, One or two cars are often parked at the bend. Perhaps some white paint shading in the middle of the bend 
would separate opposing vehicles? Traffic coming downhill from this bend are pushed out by overgrowth on the LH 
verge, with danger of collisions and/or scrapes. Vehicles coming uphill roar past the shop to the bend, dangerous to any 
pedestrians in the vicinity. Overgrown hedges near the bend and in Church Road restrict views. Pedestrians living further 
uphill in and near The Headlands and Blacklow Close take their lives into their hands walking up and down the hill as 
there is no pavement, and the traffic tends to speed up and down this section. A 20mph limit would help. 

 
One person disagreed on the grounds that “the current ‘20 is plenty’ signs are a good reminder without making it mandatory”. 
 
30 mph on the A46 
Russell Cook, father of Scott, who was killed on the A46 in 2005, wrote to the Parish Council suggesting that the 30mph speed 
limit on the Rodborough stretch of the A46 is extended south through Woodchester to include the proposed Rooksmoor 
development and the Woodchester feeder roads. He also suggested that the Parish Council should adopt “positive speed 
enforcement” similar to that which Rodborough PC has done at sites on the A46, encouraging drivers to obey the speed limits 
and protect pedestrians. The proposal is for an extension of the 30mph speed limit south from its current position through 
Woodchester Parish may have a number of benefits, including improving ease of vehicular access to the A46 from village feeder 
roads, reducing the likelihood of additional fatalities in the event of a serious pedestrian/vehicle accident, making it safer for 
adults and school children crossing the A46 at Selsley Road, Station Road and Frogmarsh to access southbound bus stops, and 
reducing noise and emission pollution for residents along the A46. 
 
Of 75 responses received, 70 (93.3%) agreed with the proposal.  

 

The most common comment was regarding the need for a pedestrian crossing on the A46. These included: 

 pedestrian crossing required at piano works on A46 is a real need 

 pedestrian crossing on A46 at old piano works to safely cross road to bus stop. 

 crossing A46 from Bear Hill a real problem. 

 Traffic lights to assist joining and crossing for pedestrians on A46 please. 

 desperately need A46 crossing at South Woodchester 

 Crossing on A46 to allow children to access bus stop urgently required. 

 

Other comments on this proposal included: 

 signage and access up Rooksmoor Hill - not suitable for 7.5T lorries 

 A46 needs traffic calming 

 Fully support Russel Cook's proposal 

 I refuse to access the A46 at Selsley Road - too dangerous. 

 A46 is now very dangerous because of speed of cars. Very difficult to join A46 from Pauls Rise. Cars regularly exceeed 

40mph. 

 Selsley Road/A46 junction increasingly dangerous because of speed of traffic on A46. 



 A46/Selsley Road junction - accident waiting to happen because of speed of traffic 

 With regard to extending the 30mph limit from Rodborough all the way through Woodchester, in my opinion, would be 

ignored without speed cameras to help 

 A much more workable solution to regulate the speed on the A46, plus making the junction at the bottom of Selsley hill 

safer would be to install a mini roundabout. This would have the effect of slowing traffic on the approach to it and the 

turning into and out of the junction much safer. Furthermore, if another mini roundabout were sited at the bottom of 

Bear Hill, the speed of vehicles between the two would be further reduced and make crossing the road in this area safer. 

 I would like to see a lowering of the speed limit to 30 mph on the A46 through North Woodchester as I feel it is very 

difficult to join this road from the junctions at the bottom of Selsley Road, Paul’s Rise, the Fleece  and  will be eventually 

from the new development opposite the Fleece.  Joining it too from Bear Hill is very difficult and there have been 2 

accidents at this junction in the last 2 to 3 months where police and ambulances have attended and people taken to 

hospital. I feel there is a blind spot just past the Nailsworth bus stop that momentarily hides a car from the Bear Hill 

junction when looking to the right. 

 Emerging from Selsley Road by car on to the A46 is a risky undertaking at the best of times. There used to be a view 

through the railings towards Stroud direction as we came downhill. Now the stream is greatly overgrown, and banners 

are tied onto these railings cutting out drivers' views' completely, The grass verge on the right is often too tall to give 

any view of traffic from the Nailsworth direction. 

 I would like to see how it can take a minimum of £15,000 to change the speed limit 

 I cross the A46 several times a day with my 4-yr-old child. Even those who travel t 40mph don’t slow down when we 

are crossing - we can be half way across the road and are forced to ruin because cars don’t slow down. It would be 

unacceptable if another person had to die in order for the speed limit to be lowered. The limits need to be reduced now 

before someone else is hurt or killed. 

 

5 people (6.7%) disagreed, with comments including: 

 I don’t like 30mph speed limits 

 I’m not sure about 30mph on A46, slower traffic would make it more difficult to exit, and pollution would be worse 

 I do not support lowering the 40mph on A46. Far greater attention needs to be made to maintaining good visibility at 

junctions. Particularly the grass and undergrowth cutting south from Selsley Hill and the hedging looking north from 

Bearhill needs removing to delete the blind spot which hides traffic coming from the Stroud direction. This junction has 

experienced 2 accidents involving injuries in the last 2 or 3 months. 

 


